“The tree which moves some to tears of joy, is in the eyes of

others only a green thing which stands in the way “
William Blake : \

FROM THE
PERSPECTIVE
OF A TREE

Ms.Anitha Santhi
Ecologist & Organizer Of Tree
Walk Trivandrum




Tree Walk

Started in 2012 in memory of
late Professor of Botany Dr.
C. Thankam

Objectives are based on 2 felt needs

1. The need to address urban
infrastructure  development
that does not factor in
significant issues like green
lungs, open spaces,
recreational spaces

and soon.




This was in response to the massive tree felling for road development in 2008-2009.
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Obituary to trees and Campaign to plant new trees , React ....




2. The need to document
the amazing vestiges of
green biodiversity in the city
which includes rare,
endangered trees and
associated life forms like
birds, butterflies and

mammals.
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Join ‘Tree Walk' from Corporation
Office Junction to Nanthancode

Walk down the green ave-
nue bordering the Mu-
seum and Zoo wall, from
Corporation Office Junction
down to Nanthancode, and
you'll be surprised at the
sheer variety of trees that
‘hide’ in plain sight.

First up is the Aana pu-
linchi or Star Fruit (Aver-
rhoa carambola), the tender
branches and interestingly-
shaped leaves of which are a
visual treat as you wait for
the traffic signal at Corpora-
tion Office junction to blink
green. Then come the lumi-
nescent green of the Mara-
keera (Pisonia), the
ecologically valuable Pot-
tamma /Arni (Pigeon tree or
Trema orientalis), the huge
and straight bole of the
Thanni tree (Terminalia bel-
lerica), the hanging branches
of the Madhumalathi (Rang-
oon creeper or Quisqualisin-
dica)... It ends with the dry
fruits and fading pink flow-
ers of the Pappadamaram (

Guest Tree or Kleinovea
hospita).

This avenue of trees re-
minds us of the fast shrink-
ing green cover and common
spaces in our city.

If you want to know more
about these trees, join the
‘Tree Walk’ on April 28,
which begins at 7 a.m.
from th& Corporation office

gate.

For more details: contact
9446102871 (Veena) or
9447078113 (Anitha).
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Tree Walk



Tree Walk

We at Tree Walk believe it
is all to do with attitude

Focus and Thrustto:

=T R

Ecological services of trees
Urban Heat island Effect

Green lungs

Rare and Endangered trees




MODUS OPERANDI OF TREE WALK

Regular Tree Walks to bring attention to the immense green wealth of the
city

a. Over 100 walks
in different
parts of the
city designed
exclusively with
trees as focus .




MODUS OPERANDI OF TREE WALK

b. Special walks like Wonder Dozen trees ,Rare trees and so on




MODUS OPERANDI OF TREE WALK

c. Documenting green wealth of selecting schools in the city with students.
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A. Saving individual trees

— through this the message conveyed was the value of single trees in an
urban mileu and their ecosystem services

. Rain tree in front of Kalyan Silks, Palayam




150 year ol Mango tree in Kerala Raj Bha\(g‘n
Rain tree in Pallimukku jn |

Tree Walk seeks
Governor’s help
to save tree

STAFF REPORTER
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Tree Walk, a collective of
nature lovers in the city,
has written to Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan vet
again on the issue of cut-
ting down of a 150-year-old
mango tree on the Raj Bha-
van premises.

Tree Walk had met the
Governor at Raj Bhavan on
February 8 where its mem-
bers had suggested that as
the fresh leaves and flow-
ers on the tree indicated
good biological health, a
Vriksha Ayurveda treat-
ment would rejuvenate it.
Some branches of the tree
affecred by Loranthus
could be pruned under the
supervision by tree
healers.

They also suggested that
the tree health helpline at
the Kerala Forest Research
Institute (KFRID be invited
to assess the health of the
tree scientifically and pre-
scribe mitigation
measures.

Tree Walk also shared
the contacts of the KFRI
team and offered to coordi-
nate the process.

Tree Walk said in the let-
ter that the Governor was
very much in favour of pro-
tecting the tree and taking
precautions as suggested in
its report submitted last
month. However, there
was no further response
from Raj Bhavan.

Vested interests

The letter also alleged vest-
ed interests who wished
the tree to be cut down. It
termed unscientific reports
of the Fire and Rescue Ser-
vices and the Forest de-
partment on the health of
the tree, and said a move
against the tree would
mean Mr. Khan's wish to
protect the tree had been
denied. The letter urged
him o stand by the tree
and science.



Madras thorn near Hanuman Temple, Palayam
The Agar wood tree in Thycaud guest house

Kaim tree in Public Library




B. Need for green spaces and compounds

— through this the concept of Green Lungs in urban setting was conveyed

1.Green lung in Attakulangara Central High School with over 100 trees that
was handed over to TRIDA for a Mobility Hub in 2013

2. Botanical Garden in Poojappura Panchakarma Institute with over 95
species of rare medicinal plants and trees being considered for

infrastructure expansion ( campaign ongoing)

3.Zonation mapping of Tvm Golf Club with focus on areas that can be

developed and areas to be protected
4 Mapping of the KITTS campus in Thycaud ( Ongoing)

5. Rain forest of Rain trees in Chalai Government School where a building of

Sarwa Shiksha Abhyan is being planned ( campaign ongoing)



Pledge: for Green lungs




C. Exhibitions and campaign materials

1. Poster exhibition on Ecological value of trees in Green lung —
Attakulangara Central High School

2. 100 land mark trees of the city
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3.Time to plant- exhibition on small plants and trees suited for the
city

4. Am | danger tree? On what makes a tree dangerous




D.Special Events :
in association with Vriksha Paristhithi Samrakshana Samiti -Binu,K
and team from Ernakulam

©madhava

1. Vriksha Chikilsa
as per Vriksha
Ayurveda for injured
Indian Cork tree
,Saphalyam,

Palayam - Dec
2019.Rejuvenated
successfully  with
flowers and new
leaves in Aug 2020




2. The Indian Blackboard tree near Museum damaged by waste burning
treated in Feb 2021 —now in resting phase. Result expected in 6 months time.
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Major Threats to Urban Greenery :

Haphazard cutting and pruning by
KSEB that disturbs the natural
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architecture of trees
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Insensitive tiling and cementing of > ;
tree base that affects root spreading |

essential for balancing the tree

Waste burning under trees that cause %
damage to live bark and leads to

breaking of branchesl/trees




Choice of unsuitable species that are unable to cope with increase in heat
and rainfall.

Egs- Gulmohar, Jacaranda, Lakshmi tharu (Paradise Tree) and so on
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OUR LEARNINGS :

1. The city is still a fascinating green space with many rare and endangered

trees and open spaces.

2. Each ward in the city (100 wards) should have a park with selected
species of plants and trees that increase pure air, perform carbon
sequestration and mitigate the adverse affects of Urban Heat Island
Effect .

3. Infrastructure development and expansion schemes of public spaces
(schools, institutions ) should factor in the retention of existing species of

trees. Compensatory afforestation is not the solution to what we lose.

4. Protecting a tree is not an Enviromental issue - it is an Economic, Social,

Cultural and Political issue.



What kind of times are these when
A talk about trees is almost a crime

Because it implies silence about so
many horrors?

Bertolt Brecht




Tree Walk occupies the narrow space between those for whom
“trees are green things standing in the way” to

“the times when talking about trees is almost a crime

“ to think and talk from the
perspective of trees which are

silently making human life possible ;

by removal of air pollution, carbon 3§
sequestration, reduced emissions,
stress relief and mood improvement =

all of which can be quantified.



Concluding with a small calculation

The urban forest or green canopies ( 2018 study by US Forest
Service’s Research Station ) provide roughly 18 billion dollars in
annual benefits !




Way to go...Join us or start a
small group in your city..

Thank you




