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As India and the world confront the challenges of rising waters, fragile ecosystems, ex-
treme climate events, polluted cities, rapid, unplanned development and degraded 
environments, equitable healthy living environments and continued ecological appro-

priateness have become critically endangered. The self-healing capacity of natural systems 
is becoming severely threatened.

The role of the landscape architect transcends boundaries, in integrating intangible values of 
culture, people, places, land, water, air, context and site-specific conditions into ecologically 
healthy places to meet present and future challenges. Landscape architects play a critical 
role in synthesizing a range of professional expertise and skills and are best trained to func-
tion as members and heads of multi - disciplinary teams that can work on healing the Earth.

We come from a rich tradition of ecological wisdom and landscape aesthetics; a tradition 
that can help us direct, distinguish and protect the ecological processes that will define the 
future of the land and our habitats. The state of Kerala is symbolic of the juncture at which 
landscape architects stand today. Unquestionably God’s own country, its ecological heritage 
is abundant yet finite and fragile. How we will address the ecological processes inherent in 
this land, and across the world, through practice and academia, in the years to come, will be 
our lasting legacy as a profession.

The intent of the conference is to learn from pioneers, share with our peers, and educate 
policy makers in the role that landscape architects in India must play; a role that places us 
at the forefront of ecological processes and design practice. Ecological democracy is a new 
and exciting field that combines the forces of ecology and participatory democracy to design 
urban landscapes that help us to create resilient communities.” To understand also how a 
landscape reacts to a change or disturbance over time on its own or how human intervention 
can help it, can help us imagine ways of mitigating the effects of future disturbances. It is vital 
to understand how ecological process is addressed by designers across the globe, as it is to 
study how Nature adjusts to changes over time.

A few landscape and planning related professionals around the globe have been using 
ecological principles and processes to guide and inform their work. It is time to learn from 
them, as well as from the almost-lost cultural practices that for centuries have been using 
the Earth’s natural processes and rhythms as a basis for development and design. It is time 
to study, design and create landscapes with ecological processes as their primary function.
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Muralee thummarukudy holds a PhD in En-
vironmental Engineering from Indian Institute of 
Technology, Kanpur. An alumnus of the Internation-
al Leadership Academy (United Nations University) 
and a Beahrs’ fellow at the University of california 
(Berkeley), muralee has over twenty years of expe-
rience in Environment and Disaster management 
around the world. Between1995 and 2003, muralee 
was corporate Advisor to Shell operated oil com-
panies in middle East and South East Asia, dealing 
with oil industry related emergencies. As Opera-
tions Manager and expert for the Post Conflict and 
Disaster management Branch of the UN, muralee 
was closely involved in post disaster response and 
follow up to 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, 2008 Wen-
chuan Earthquake, cyclone Nargis in myanmar, the 
earthquake in Haiti, Tsunami in Japan and the re-
cent floods in Thailand. Muralee also has been ac-
tive in post conflict follow up in Iraq, Lebanon, oc-
cupied Palestinian territories and Liberia.

muralee strongly believes that it is the “lack of ac-
tion of policy makers that often converts a natural 
hazard into a disaster and that all disasters are 
preventable”. This conviction has led him to focus 
his work on preventive strategies for Disaster risk 
reduction and to engage in global advocacy for fac-
toring in Ecosystems into National Drr Strategies. 
muralee plays a leading role in the Partnership for 
Environment and Disaster risk reduction.

Author of a popular column in malayalam called 
‘Oridathoridathu’, muralee has also published sev-
en books.

Yossapon Boonsom is co-founder and director 
of Shma company Limited, a landscape architec-
tural firm based in Thailand. Shma Company Lim-
ited is a landscape creative platform that aims to 
make the Earth better by working towards ‘inclusive 
territory’. This landscape design firm uses the prin-
ciple of a human-centred approach to understand 
human behaviors, needs, insights throughout the 
design process to improve the lives of people living 
the ongoing and future city challenges. This cre-
ative and interactive approach requires not only a 
collaborative platform to pull all the resources and 
tools from different stakeholders, shareholders, or-
ganizations and multidisciplinary to implement the 
territory, but also, it broadens perspectives to iden-
tify the appropriate strategies.

Gena Wirth is the Design Principal at ScAPE, a 
landscape architecture and urban design studio 
based in New York. ScAPE works to integrate natu-
ral cycles and systems into environments across all 
scales, through diverse forms of landscape archi-
tecture – built landscapes, planning frameworks, 
research, books, and installations – with the ulti-
mate goal of connecting people to their immediate 
environment and creating dynamic and adaptive 
landscapes of the future.

Trained in landscape architecture, urban planning 
and horticulture, Gena draws from her interdisci-
plinary training to create ecologically rich and cul-
turally relevant landscapes from the infrastructur-
al scale to the site level. Gena leads the design on 
several significant projects in the office and trans-
lates research into practice,layering ecological and 
cultural vision into design work across the firm. 
Gena was on the original Oyster-tecture team and 
was the Project manager for ScAPE’s involvement 
in SIrr, studying large-scale harbor-wide strategies 
for coastal protection measures that will be utilized 
in preparation for the next Superstorm. She was 
also the Project manager for ScAPE’s winning re-
build by design proposal, ‘Living Breakwaters’, a cli-
mate change resiliency strategy for the South Shore 
of Staten Island.

Gena holds a master of Landscape Architecture and 
master of Urban Planning with Distinction from the 
Harvard University Graduate School of Design and a 
Bachelor of Science in Horticulture from the Univer-
sity of Delaware.
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Kongjian Yu, Fellow of American Society of 
Landscape Architects, received his Doctor of Design 
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. He is the 
founder of and professor at the college of Architec-
ture and Landscape at the Peking University. He 
founded Turenscape, an internationally awarded 
firm of architecture, landscape architecture and 
urbanism.

Yu defines landscape and urban design as the “art 
of survival” and is well-known for his ecological 
stance, often against resistance from local author-
ities. His pioneering research on the ‘ecological 
security patterns’ and ‘sponge cities’ have been 
adopted by the chinese government as the guid-
ing theory for national land-use planning, eco-city 
campaign, and urban ecological restoration. The 
ecologically-sensitive principles of urban design 
that he has formulated have been implemented 
in over 200 cities in China and have had significant 
impact on national policies aimed at improving the 
environment in china.

Success in incorporating ecologically-sound and 
culturally-sensitive design in his projects has 
fetched him recognition. These include ULI Global 
Award for Excellence, ASLA awards of Excellence, 
ASLA Honor Awards,Landscape of the Year awards, 
the Overseas chinese Achievement Award and the 
One Thousand talents Award.

Yu publishes widely. His current publications in-
clude ‘The Beautiful Big Foot’, ‘Landscape as Eco-
logical Infrastructure’, ‘The Art of Survival’ and ‘Deep 
Form in Urban Nature’.

John d. Liu was born in the United States but has 
worked internationally for 40 years. John helped to 
open the cBS News Bureau in Beijing and worked 
throughout the 1980s and early 1990s as an inter-
national television producer and cameraman with 
cBS News, rAI (Italian State Television) and ZDF 
(German State Television) covering geo-political 
events including the rise of china from poverty and 
isolation and the collapse of the Soviet Union. In the 
mid-1990s John founded the Environmental Educa-
tion media Project (EEmP) to help educate the pub-
lic about environmental and ecological issues first 
in china and then worldwide and directed the EEmP 
until 2017. John has filmed, written, produced, di-
rected and presented many films that have been 
seen worldwide on many ecosystems.

Following his documentation of china’s Loess Pla-
teau, mr. Liu became an accidental academic re-
ceiving many visiting research fellowships to con-
tinue researching from a number of organizations. 
From 2003–2006, mr. Liu was a visiting Fellow in the 
Faculty of Applied Sciences and the Faculty of the 
Built Environment at the University of the West of 
England (UWE), in 2006 he was named the rotham-
sted International Fellow for the communication 
of Science at the rothamsted research Institute of 
the UK, From 2008 to 2012 mr. Liu pursued graduate 
studies at reading University, In 2009 mr. Liu was 
an Assistant research Professor at George mason 
University, from 2010–2013 he was a Senior re-
search Fellow with the International Union for the 
conservation of Nature (IUcN) and in 2013–2014, 
Mr. Liu was a visiting fellow at the Critical Zone Hy-
drology Group, Vrije University Amsterdam. mr Liu 
is currently Ecosystem Ambassador for the com-
monland Foundation and a visiting research fellow 
at the Netherlands Institute of Ecology of the royal 
Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (NIOO/
KNAW).

dr. t. V. Ramachandra, who holds a PhD in 
Ecology and Energy from the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence, has established an active school of research 
in the area of energy and the environment. His work 
as head of several Energy and Environmental re-
search Organizations like the cES, ENVIS, Astra, ciS-
TUP etc. has been pioneering and has earned him 
national and international acclaim, including Johny 
Biosphere Award for Ecology and Environment, the 
Energy Legend, ENVIS award, Satish Dhawan Young 
Scientist Award, Karnataka State Parisara Award 
and many more.

His research interests cover a broad spectrum 
of the environmental field, ranging from aquatic 
ecosystems, biodiversity, ecological modeling and 
Western Ghats ecology to energy systems, renew-
able energy, energy conservation, energy planning, 
geo-informatics and further to environmental engi-
neering education and curriculum development at 
the tertiary level. In addition to publishing numer-
ous research papers in reputed national and inter-
national journals and symposiums, Dr. ramachan-
dra has also delivered several plenary lectures at 
national and international conferences. His experi-
ence in guiding masters and doctoral students and 
his expertise at conducting training programs and 
workshops are noteworthy.
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dAY 0: tHURSdAY | 14 FEBRUARY 2019
VENUE: BOLGAttY pALACE & ISLAnd RESORt 
04:00 – 05:00 Pm wORKShOp LEAdERS mEEtINg ANd bRIEFINg 
05:00 – 06:30 Pm ISOLA NAtIONAL EC mEEtINg 
07:30 – 09:30 Pm DINNEr [FOr ISOLA mEmBErS ONLY]

dAY 1: FRIdAY | 15 FEBRUARY 2019
VENUE: LULU GRAnd HYAtt
08:30 – 09:30 Am REgIStRAtION
09:30 – 10:30 Am INAuguRAL SESSION
10:30 – 10:45 Am TEA
10.45 – 12.45 Am SpEAKERS SESSION 1: IdENtIty 
12:45 – 01:30 Pm LUnCH
01.30 – 03.30 Pm SpEAKERS SESSION 2: AppROACh
03:30 – 03:45 Pm TEA
03:45 – 05:00 Pm wORKShOpS: SINgLE-SESSION wORKShOp [SSw] 1 
 INtROduCtION & pRELImINARIES OF 
 muLtI-SESSION wORKShOp [mSw] 1 & 2 
 pApER pRESENtAtION
05:00 – 05:15 Pm TEA
05:30 – 06:30 Pm wORKShOpS SSw 2 & 3
 SItE vISIt
 mAIN SESSION OF mSw 1, 2 & 3
07:00 – 08:00 Pm CuLtuRAL pROgRAm: 
 tRAdItIONAL ARt FORmS OF KERALA
08:00 – 10:00 Pm GALA DINNEr

dAY 2: SAtURdAY | 16 FEBRUARY 2019
VENUE: LULU GRAnd HYAtt
09:30 – 11:00 Am wORKShOpS: 
 SSw 4 ANd CONCLudINg SESSION OF mSw 1, 2 & 3
 pApER pRESENtAtION
11:00 – 11:15 Am TEA
11:15 – 01:15 Pm SpEAKERS SESSION 3: StEwARdShIp
01:15 – 02:00 Pm LUnCH
02:00 – 04:30 Pm AwARdS FuNCtION 
04:30 – 04:45 Pm TEA
04:45 – 05:30 Pm pANEL dISCuSSION
 wORKShOpS SESSION pRESENtAtION
 FELICItAtION
 vOtE OF thANKS by CONvENOR

dAY 3: SUndAY | 17 FEBRUARY 2019
dAY tOURS | 09:00 – 05:00 Am 
TOUr-1 KOChI–muzIRIS bIENNALE & FORt KOChI
TOUr-2 KumARAKOm RESORtS
TOUr-3 NAtIvE vEgEtAtION ANd LANdSCApES OF KERALA

b O L g A t t y 
p A L A C E 
&  I S L A N d 
R E S O R t

HOSt CItY 
Kochi has attracted explorers and travellers to its shores for over six centuries.

The port city on the tropical malabar coast is a fascinating blend of sea & back waters, 
lush nature, giant Chinese fishing nets, synagogues, ancient mosques and medieval 
Portuguese & British Raj architecture. Here, landscape is an integral part life and the 

region is blessed with amazing nature—rain forests, wildlife sanctuaries, biosphere 
reserves, hills, cliffs, backwaters, lakes and sea shores. The region is equally well-known 

for its rich heritage and culture as well as its diverse traditional cuisines.

L u L u
g R A N d 
h y A t t 

pROGRAM*

ISOLA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
FEBRUARY 15-16, 2019
kOCHI, KERALA

rEGISTrATION, DETAILS OF 
LAnDSCAPE TROPHY [UG & PG] 
& mOrE INFOrmATION 
AVAILABLE ON:

http://www.isola.org.in/conference/

Indian Society of Landscape Architects
www.isola.org.in

cONFErENcE OrGANIZED BY
ISOLA Kerala Chapter

cOmmUNIcATION ADDrESS
Silpi Architects
26/2409b thevara Ferry, Kochi 682013
Kerala, India

cONTAcT
+91 7012307599
isolaconference@gmail.com
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*There may be minor changes in the final schedule and the program will be updated continuously up to the conference.


